
 

 

 

Module 1 – Starting Your Business 

Alright, welcome back.  In this video, I’m going to set some goals for you to accomplish that are 

necessary to start your business.  The vast majority of these are just general business requirements 

needed to start any business.  Don’t worry, they are all pretty easy to accomplish and are relatively 

inexpensive.  Let’s get started. 

Number one, choosing a name for your company.  This is something we get asked about the most from 

new students.  This can seem like one of the more important steps for you to take, but in our 

experience, it is one of the least important decisions you can make for your business.  For example, our 

legal business name, Amazon account, website name, and our DBA, which is doing business as, are all 

different.   

We have a very specific, toy-related DBA which we use in all of our communications with brand 

owners.  We contact brand owners in all sorts of different industries from nutrition to sports products, 

and after contacting hundreds and hundreds of different companies, I can confidently say that our non-

industry related business name hasn’t affected our ability to acquire new accounts at all.  But, if we 

were to do it all over again, we would choose something more general; a name that isn’t related to any 

one product line. 

The second thing you’ll need to do is create your Amazon seller account.  I realize some of you probably 

already have a seller account, so you can go ahead and check this one off.  For those of you who don’t 

have one, rest assured that setting one up is super easy.  To get started, you’ll need to have some 

information handy such as Social Security Number, Bank Account & Routing Number, etc.  I won’t cover 

the entire process here, because we walk you through that in the Amazon training mini-course.  So, just 

make sure you watch that video when you’re ready to create your seller account. 

The third thing for you to accomplish is to legally form your business under the name you chose in step 

one. Most third-party Amazon sellers, us included, form their business as a limited liability company or 

LLC because it offers the ideal level of protection we’re looking for as resellers.  You have a couple 

options when forming an LLC.  It’s a pretty easy process and can be done with a local attorney or you 

can submit the forms yourself online through a website like LegalZoom.com.  We formed ours through a 

local law office.  Keep in mind, we are not attorneys or legal advisors in any form.  Our recommendation 

comes strictly from experience, so we recommend talking to a legal professional for advice.  Again, this 

process is quite simple and relatively inexpensive.  If I remember correctly, it was less than a couple 

hundred dollars. 



The fourth and final thing for you to take care of to get your business started is to obtain a resale 

certificate.  You will need a resale certificate before you can purchase products from brand owners.  A 

resale certificate allows you to purchase goods wholesale without paying sales tax.  It’s basically a form 

that says you sell to others and pass the sales tax on to them.  You can obtain one of these from a local 

CPA office or file for one online via your state’s department of revenue, taxation or finance 

website.  This is also a very simple and inexpensive process that you should go ahead and get knocked 

out so you don’t have to worry about it later. 

Alright, I know some of this stuff may seem foreign to you and possibly intimidating.  I know when we 

first started, I had no idea how to do any of this stuff.  But I can honestly tell you that this stuff is easy 

and you have no reason to worry.  In fact, I’m willing to bet that once you commit to your business and 

start checking these goals off, you’ll be genuinely excited about moving forward.

It can be hard to find all the resources you need to get a business up and running, and honestly, it’s 
different for every country and for most states. To help you out, we have created 2 resources. First, for 
our non-US based students, we’ve added a bonus video to Module 1 to walk you through the steps.  For 
students within the US, we have created a special resource where you can find all the info you need 
specific to your state. Just click the link below this video, select your state, and you’ll find links to all the 
info you need to kickstart your Amazon business.

Now that you know what specific steps you need to take to officially get your business started, I want to 

remind you that building your business is not a race.  I know you’re eager to get the ball rolling, and you 

should be, but you should always prioritize accuracy over speed.  It’s better to be safe than sorry when 

it comes to your business.  Alright, that wraps it up for this video.  Thank you for watching. 


